
County Council
Wednesday 22 February 2023 
10.00 am Canalside Conference Centre, 
Marsh Lane, Nr. Bridgwater, TA6 6LQ

SUPPLEMENT TO THE AGENDA

To: The Members of the County Council

We are now able to enclose the following information which was unavailable when the agenda 
was published:

Item 4 Public Question Time  (Pages 3 - 8)
(see explanatory notes attached to agenda) 
This item includes the presentation of petitions. Details of any public 
questions / petitions submitted will be included in the Chair’s Schedule 
which will be made available to the members and to the public at the 
meeting.

Published on 21 February 2023

Democratic Services, A Block, County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY 
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Public Questions       ANNEX A 

 Annexe A  Public Questions 
Name of 
person 
submitting 

Question 

David 
Redgewell 

Question 1  
What safeguards are the budget to take over and manage the advertising bus shelters in Yeovil and South Somerset council 
area, Somerset West and Taunton Council area and Bridgwater.  
The present contracts are not well managed with the advertising concession holders not repairing the shelters or cleaning 
them and putting up timetables across the county. 
It should not be up to citizen armies to clean and repair bus shelters in the Somerset major towns.  
  
Do the council have a budget for bus stops and shelters maintenance when the assets are transferred to the unity council? 
  
Questions 2  
Is there a budget held to maintain bus and coach stations on transfer to Somerset Unitary Council for the bus and coach 
stations at Frome, Wincanton, Yeovil, Bridgwater, Wells, Taunton, Shepton Mallet, Glastonbury, Street and Wellington.  
  
Questions 3 
With uncertainty over the Department for Transport Bus Service Recovery Grant, what plans are being taken to retain the 
following services for weekdays, evening and Sunday services from June 2023 when the West of England mayoral combined 
transport Authority and Banes Council money is withdrawn.:- 
126 Wells, Westbury Sub Mendip Draycott Cheddar, Axbridge, Winscombe, Banwell Locking and Weston bus and coach 
stations, Service D2 Bath Spa bus and coach station to Midford Norton St Phillips, Rode Beckington and Frome, Service 172 
Bath Spa bus and coach station to Peasdown St John Radstock Westfield Midsomer Norton Paulton and Wells bus and coach 
station, 173, 174 Bath Spa bus and coach station to Peasdown St John Radstock Westfield Midsomer Norton Chilcompton or 
Shepton Mallet interchanges and Wells bus and coach station. 
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Are these issues being budgeted for and any bus service improvements in Yeovil and Bridgwater.  
 
David Redgewell Southwest transport Network and Railfuture Severnside   
 

 
 

Pip Donovan My questions relate to the unregulated and dangerous Boxing Day Hunt meets that continue to happen in Somerset every 
year. We have been campaigning since the start of 2021, pointing out the dangers and engaging with all the relevant 
authorities, including SCC Highways Department.  
As you know, in 2021, despite promises from SCC and our campaign, all the hunts met in the usual places, without closing any 
roads. The public was put at risk, and we collected evidence to prove it. 
Anxious to avoid a repeat of this in 2022, we continued our campaign. From early autumn, we had several meetings with the 
Highways Dept and were told that they were trying to engage with the hunts to ask them to apply for road closures. However, 
12 months later, and a fortnight before Christmas, the Highways Department said that as no hunt had in fact complied with 

 that was absolutely what 
on about it for 12 months  plenty of time to take action. We were of course 

horrified by this and, with help from Protect the Wild began an email campaign. Then, SCC issued this statement: 
 this year. We have spoken to the hunts identified by AAF 

 
So what actually happened in the towns on Boxing Day 2022? 
AGAIN - hunts met in the usual places without closing the roads 
AGAIN - the public was put at risk, and AGAIN we collected evidence to prove it.  
Two of the three hunts repeated their law-breaking activities from 2021. And the third still managed to cause traffic chaos in a 
different area. 
The worst of all was the Cotley Hunt in Chard. My colleague will tell you more about this. We know that the Cotley did not 
make any road closure applications to either the District Council or the County Council. We suspect that they were relying on 

campaign). So instead of taking responsibility for their failure to apply for a road closure in the usual way, they allowed the 
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Countryside Alliance to publish an article clearly blaming YOU for the fiasco, and threating to take legal action against you. 
This fabrication was repeated by Somerset Live. 
These are my questions: 
Why has Somerset County Council not refuted the accusations made by the Cotley Hunt (via CA and Somerset Live) and put 
the record straight by telling the actual truth? 
Why was AAF misled with vague promises of action by SCC Highways Department in 2022 when it became apparent in the run 
up to Boxing Day that they had no real intention of doing anything at all?  
Why do we need to campaign to get SCC to treat the hunts in the same way as everyone else? Why is this not happening 
anyway? 
  

 
Alyson 
Rogers

Cotley hunt  Council Meeting 22 February 2023 
  

Action Against Foxhunting brought The Coltey Harriers Limited to the councils attention in 2021 and 2022, as my friend has 
explained. 
  
The Hunt said that they would not be closing the road on Boxing Day 2022. 
  
Cotley Harriers publicly blamed you the council, saying they did apply for road closure and that the council mismanaged their 
paperwork. 
  
I was at the Boxing Day event, I have photo and film evidence of the event and Chard Town cctv will also show clearly, that the 
roads around Chard, used by t
were directing and stopping traffic to allow the hunt to go through, not on the left hand side, but across both lanes of the 
roads. 
  
The hunt ignored and rode through a red light on a pelican crossing. 
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Hunt dogs were out of control and running around and in front of traffic. 
  
The public were spilling onto, standing on and walking down the roads following the hunt with traffic trying to go about its 
business. 
  
The level of aggression and violence at the meet by hunt staff in hi viz, towards me was unbelievable. 
  
Last year the hunt staff threatened me, tripped me up, pushed me around, verbally abused me and after the event one of their 
staff made a threat to me regarding the safety of my dogs. 
  
This year, hunt staff in hi viz, surrounded me, tethered me with ropes and tape, moved me around against my will using the 
ropes, making it impossible for me to move freely or escape. 
Not once, but twice, The first assault with two male hunt staff and the second assault with five male hunt staff. 
  
The level of physical and verbal abuse thrown at me by members of the hunt and their staff makes it laughable that, if given a 
road closure, these same people would be used by the hunt to look after traffic management, security and the safety of the 
public. 
  

o 
point?  People of Chard do not support the hunt, Why do Chard residents have to put up with this disruption? 
  
The hunt and their staff have used threats, aggression and lies to shut me up.  They are victimising me as a member of AAF to 
discredit me and the organisation I belong to. 
  
Could you tell me: 
1.  Will you be taking action against the Cotley Harriers Limited in view of their multiple breeches of the law? 

 
3.  What is the timescale for these actions? 
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Alan 
Debenham 

Here are my three questions :-  
(1)  For the new Taunton Town Council's area, including the proposed new town's precept at over a hundred pounds, and 
including all the other contributing precept parts to the FULL COUNCIL TAX  bills for residents ( e.g. police, fire services ), what 
is the forecasted percentage increase in the household bills from last year to this ?  How unreasonable do you think this 
increase is at a time when the staff and services are being cut and put under more severe strain : this "pay more for less" yet 
another old Tory government repeated mantra for yet more austerity for local government public services, making the current 
cost-of-living crisis  even worse and increasing Council Tax, a most unfair and regressive one ? 
  
(2)  Many Somerset residents like me were strongly against the local and national Tory party push for more centralised 
"unitary" County and "joined together" Regional local government authorities, mainly on the basis of the serious diminution in 
democracy from the bottom-up, which my Green Party boldly advocates, and because it also follows Tory party ideology of big 
cuts in administration services to achieve big savings and cuts in public spending.  Now we have Liberal Democrats running 
Somerset Unitary Council, we still see hardline sackings of staff and millions of pounds of cuts in services having to be made ( 
'efficiency savings' to some Tories ) ?  Are we ever going to see in Somerset the so-called promised land, especially promoted 
by the previous Tory administration, of  how bigger can be better and cost less ? And, if so, when, and particularly when will we 
see the 18 Local Community Networks working democratically and administratively at top efficiency level ?   
  
(3)  What in particular is our new Somerset Council going to be doing on the promotion and provision of Community 
Renewable Energy schemes and projects to bring down the control and cost of household energy and in combating our cost-
of-living, climate change and ecological emergencies, plus combating Tory government myth that there is some sort of 
salvation in more nuclear power, which we all know is both a horrendous unaffordable expense and a radioactive waste 
disposal nightmare ? 
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 Annexe B  Member Questions 
Name of 
person 
submitting  

Question  

Cllr Susannah 
Hart 

may 

this money will be spent on, as I have a large number of residents in Glastonbury contacting me about this matter. I would 
like to formally request a meeting with the Portfolio Holder and Officers concerned in order to be updated on these plans 
moving forward and trust that there will also be a written response to this question.  
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